HOMELESSNESS 



Names:_______________________________________________
The Shelter Seekers
Objective:  Identify the causes of oppression against the poor/homeless and 

analyze how organizations respond to resulting conflicts.

Directions:  Below is a list of people who are homeless and seeking shelter.  Your group’s role is to act as shelter staff.  It will be your job to determine who will get a bed for the night.  

In reality, many shelters do not have enough beds for demand, so they must have some system in place to determine who can stay.  Some shelters operate on a first-come, first-serve basis, but many others have strict rules governing the intake process.  For example, some shelters will not accept couples, children, or people currently using drugs or alcohol.  Some might require that residents take a breathalyzer exam in order to stay.  Others give those people preference who have never stayed in the shelter before.  Still others will serve only very specific populations, like battered women or male veterans.

You must follow the following guidelines when making your decisions:

· Your shelter has 13 free beds.  

· The rule is one bed per person.  

· Families/couples aren’t willing to be split up  

· Several people will get left out.  

You will have 15 minutes to determine who will get to stay at the shelter.  Each group should have a facilitator, case documenter, and a reporter.  The facilitator is responsible for ensuring that every case is reviewed within the 15 minute time period.  The case documenter will record the groups answers on one worksheet and turn it into the inbox before leaving today.  The reporter will share your group’s responses with the class.

	Accept
	Decline
	Description

	· 
	· 
	Bob and Janice (2)

A married couple who recently lost everything in a house fire.  They have no relatives in town and have exhausted the good will of friends after staying with them for two weeks.  Had no insurance because they could not afford it, though Bob works a fulltime low-wage job.

	· 
	· 
	Jerry (1)

Early 50s, male, Appalachian heritage.  Been homeless since his divorce and loss of job and home many years ago.  Lives in an encampment under the interstate.  Suffers depression and anxiety.  Works temp jobs several days a week.

	· 
	· 
	Sam (1)

Single 25-year-old male high school dropout.  Works minimum wage or day labor jobs but can’t afford an apartment.  Sometimes sleeps in his car.  Health is poor; fears he may have pneumonia.  Wants to stay in shelter until he feels better.

	· 
	· 
	Mrs. Green (1)

An elderly senile woman who can’t remembers how old she is.  She is schizophrenic and has been in and out of mental hospitals.  She hears voices in her head and has threatened suicide.  She can’t afford medication for her illness.

	· 
	· 
	Charlie, Denise, and Kevin (3)

Charlie has a low-wage job with no benefits.  Denise is disabled.  Their son, Kevin, has severe health problems and needs medication they can’t afford.  They fell behind with their utility bills and have been evicted from their apartment.  Have no car.

	Accept
	Decline
	Description

	· 
	· 
	Janine and Ryan (2)

Janine is the unemployed mother of 7-year-old Ryan.  They spend many nights in shelters.  Ryan is often hungry and misses school a lot.  He has not learned to read.  His only possessions are some extra clothes and a teddy bear that comforts him in the shelter.

	· 
	· 
	Vivian (1)

Vivian is a 45-year-old woman who lost her home and everything she had to Hurricane Sandy.  She has been evacuated form New Jersey and recently arrived in Cleveland.  She has no family or friends here.  In New Jersey, she was a teacher.  She is uncomfortable with her new status as homeless.  She doesn’t really want to sleep in the shelter, but she doesn’t feel as though she has any other options.

	· 
	· 
	Tom (1)

Tom is a 44-year-old Persian Gulf War veteran.  He has post-traumatic stress disorder from war experiences and is alcohol dependent.  He has been on the streets for years.  Seeking shelter because of the cold weather.

	· 
	· 
	Suzie, Andre, and Kayla (3)

Suzie is a 28-year-old mother of two small children ( Andre (age 8) and Kayla (age 10).  They are fleeing an abusing husband and father.  Suzie has no relatives to turn to.

	· 
	· 
	Tyrone and Cynthia (2)

Married couple in their mid 40s.  Home on riverfront destroyed in a flood.  Lost everything but some clothes and their car, which they have been living out of.  Seeking shelter for a few nights and chance to bathe.  Hope to be back on their feet soon.

	· 
	· 
	Lizzie (1)

Lizzie is a 21-year-old, pregnant, drug addict, who has been alone since her boyfriend left.  She needs help for her addiction before it harms her baby.

	· 
	· 
	Aaron and Sam (2)

Aaron was a victim of a Hurricane on the Gulf Coast.  He was evacuated to Cleveland after losing everything to the hurricane.   His 16-year-old son, Sam, is with him.  They lost their wife/mother in the hurricane and don’t know if she is dead or alive and living in another city.  Both are suffering from depression and not dealing well with the situation.  Aaron has no hope and only talks about his wife.

	· 
	· 
	Deborah, Allison, and Danielle (3)

Age 24, Deborah is a high school dropout with two children (Allison and Danielle).  She gets no child support from the fathers and has exhausted welfare benefits.  Deborah has some computer training.  She recently lost a job at a fast food restaurant due to a child-care emergency when she closed the restaurant to go get her children.

	· 
	· 
	Bob (1)

Mid-50s, high school graduate, Army veteran.  Picked up drug and alcohol habits in service overseas.  Drifted around country for years in odd jobs.  Spends money earned on alcohol.  Gets meals at Salvation Army.  Has not succeeded in rehab programs.


1. What criteria or guidelines did your group use for accepting people into your shelter?

2. What criteria or guidelines did your group use for turning people away?

3. Based on this activity, identify one cause of oppression against the homeless.
