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August 22, 2012

PSL Student 
Immigration
America is considered the “melting pot” of the world, and is filled with cultures from every corner of the planet.  When the land was first discovered, immigrants from anywhere in the world traveled to America in hope of a better life.  This same principle still stands true today as many foreigners wish to live out their “American Dream” in the amazing country we built.  However the government has recently set restrictions that contradict the way our country developed.  If you come into the country illegally and wish to pursue a life here, you run the risk of being deported back to your country.  Some cases are special, and foreigners are granted a deferment to stay in the country, but most are not.
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Summary

Jessica Colotl is being threatened deportation by the U.S. Immigrations and Customs Enforcement department because of her parent’s actions.  When she was just ten years old, Jessica crossed into America with her parents, brother and two sisters.  She spent her childhood in America and soon came to realize that she was in America illegally.  She was able to apply and be accepted into Kennesaw University.  In March 2010, while at college, Colotl waited too long for a parking spot and was pulled over by a police officer.  However, she didn’t have a driver’s license so she was put in the county jail located by the college.  When the government learned of Jessica’s detainment, they moved to deport her back to Mexico.  Jessica was transferred to a deportation center, but soon after her sorority sisters protested against her deportation.  Her case was such a high profile case that the Department of Homeland Security granted a yearlong deferment and another one the next year.  Colotl is hoping to continue her deferment so she can attend graduate school in Georgia and become a specialist in immigration law.

Response

In the case of Jessica Colotl, I think deportation is unnecessary.  No one is being harmed by her presence, and she obviously has a drive to be successful in the country.  By pursuing an education, and hoping to continue that education even further, she is already far more successful than some American citizens that have been born and raised here.  Her high school records show that she is a very intelligent person, and has a lot of promise to help our country improve.
If Jessica’s success and personal goals weren’t enough to keep her in the country, the DREAM Act fits her case perfectly.  Her parents, in attempt to make her and her siblings more of a future, brought them over illegally when she was only a child.  The DREAM Act has been reintroduced in Congress twice in the last ten years and moves to protect illegal immigrants that were brought over by their parents.  Although it hasn’t been passed, the act would be a great way to help those put in this situation against their will be protected, like Jessica Colotl.
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Summary

A new program to help decrease the number of illegal immigrants in America was introduced to Massachusetts and New York recently.  The idea is to fingerprint all citizens and then have them monitored by Washington.  If they turn up to be an illegal citizen, it is easier to track them down and deport them.  The problem seems to be the governors and mayors disagree with the program and don’t want to enforce it.  They feel it will increase the amount of racial profiling that goes on in the city and prejudice amongst citizens.  Although they are advocates of President Obama and have the same political affiliation, they feel this program will be a mistake in their states and towns.  New York is still considered the need for the program and is considering the thought of adding it to their policy.  Although the governor of Massachusetts still disagrees with it, some citizens and political officials seem to dislike his decision and would like to see the program enforced.
Response

I agree with the side of the two governors.  The policy would only result in an increase of racism because the highest deported ethnicities will be the first victims.  Also, as stated in the article, the only immigrants that are being deported in the current policy are ones that commit a crime.  By fingerprinting all immigrants, you run the risk of deporting someone that didn’t necessarily harm anyone and was just trying to make a better life for them.  In some cases, the immigrant has committed a crime, then the program works to our country’s advantage.  But to an innocent immigrant, there is no reason they should be deported.
