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“Get to know us and get to know the people we are serving.” This is Jeremy Hollon’s 

advice to anyone seeking information on the refugee community. Jeremy is the Associate 

Director of Community Partnerships at CRIS (Community Refugee and Immigrant Services) in 

Columbus. In Jeremy’s eyes and the eyes of many employees of CRIS, the modern day refugee 

is no different than our ancestors who immigrated to the United States generations ago. 

 

“We all want the same thing. To have a family, settle down, and feel safe and loved.” 

 

CRIS helps refugees and immigrants achieve that dream of having a family and settling 

down. From finding housing, to running English classes, to job searches and more, Jeremy and 

his organization do their best to give immigrant families their American Dream. Mr. Hollon 

specifically works in the youth programs, helping kids get through school and into college rather 

than dropping out. The best part of this for Jeremy is, “getting to see the next generation grow up 

and succeed.”  

 

Like many people and organizations, CRIS and Jeremy have been struggling since 

President Trump’s travel ban. The travel ban, enacted in 2017 bans all or most travelers to the 

U.S. from Libya, Syria, Chad, Iran, Yemen, North Korea, Somalia, and Venezuela, and limits the 

number of refugees allowed into the country to 50,000 per year. Columbus, where CRIS is 



based, has the second biggest Somali population in the United States. Somalia is one of the 

countries included in the travel ban. 

 

“It causes an emotional impact. We are not politically motivated, we just want to help humans 

figure out how to be humans.” 

 

In wake of the travel ban Community Refugee and Immigrant Services is facing 

fluctuations in staff, donations, and volunteers. Jeremy urges anyone who has the time or money 

to donate what they can and see the difference it makes. From items to money, and even 

companionship and experiences, every volunteer and every donation matters to CRIS.  

 

Jeremy believes that those who oppose immigration are just not seeing the whole picture. 

One only needs to compare the story of current immigrants to the stories of their ancestors 

hundreds of years ago. “America is founded on refugees and immigrants. The places they are 

from have changed, but the story is still the same.” 

 

With the help of his organization, Mr. Hollon hopes to dispel the negative rumors and 

assumptions surrounding the refugee community. He has seen the people who wish to immigrate 

to America and most come here educated and eager to get jobs and go to school. They just need 

help navigating our systems and processes. Refugees want to give back, because they know what 

it is like to live in poor, sometimes dangerous conditions.  

 



Some people choose not to see this side of refugees, but they need to look no further than 

to CRIS and Jeremy Hollon to help open their eyes to the reality. Immigration is not a negative 

thing, and immigrants are not negative people. Jeremy knows and wants others to know: 

immigrants want the same thing as everyone else, and they will work for it, just like everyone 

else. 

 

To learn more about CRIS and discover ways to assist the refugee and immigrant 

communities please visit https://www.crisohio.org/get-involved-2/ 
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