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Amid the confusion of the current political climate in the United States, one thing that rang 

clear was Donald Trump’s call to end the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 

policy.  His announcement shot fear into the hearts of the nearly 4,000 Dreamers who reside in the 

state of Ohio, many of whom call Lake County home.  The decision to end the program that 

President Obama established in 2012 had the potential to tear families apart and separate them by 

entire countries.   

In the state of Ohio, Sherrod Brown is a relatively well-known name.  As one of the two 

senators representing Ohio in the United States Senate, most people in the state have a general 

understanding of who he is and what he does.  A quick look at Senator Brown’s track record of 

helping local immigrants and his voting record reveals a willingness to reach across the aisle to 

reform immigration laws in order to keep hard working families together.  In 2013, Senator Brown 

chose to stand with Democrats and Republicans alike to pass a bill that, according to Brown’s 

Deputy Press Secretary, “would have invested in border security and created a process for people 

to earn citizenship if they followed the law.”  Although the bill failed, he never lost hope that one 

day, “both parties can work together to tackle challenges in our immigration system” again.   

Senator Brown supported the DREAM Act saying, “We should not be targeting young 

people who are working, going to school, paying taxes and contributing to this country - the 

country they grew up in and the only home they’ve ever known.”  His statement followed Trump’s 

announcement that he would be ending the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 

program that protected children who were brought into the United States by their parents.  As 

Senator Brown says, “[T]hey are American in every sense but the paperwork.” (February 15, 



2018).  He remains “optimistic” that Congress will come up with a solution to the immigration 

problems at hand.   

In addition to Senator Brown voting to help families all over America, he personally tries 

to help families in Ohio.  In 2017, Jesus Lopez of Willard, Ohio was in the process of being 

deported to Mexico City because of Trump’s “illegal immigrant crackdown” 

(Sangiacomo).  Lopez would have to leave behind his wife and four children.  Senator Brown takes 

a personal interest in his constituents.  He contacted the local ICE agency about the case, and his 

staff met with Jesus’ wife, Lara.  According to Brown, “‘Tearing apart families who are working 

and paying taxes is not the way to fix our broken immigration system.’” 

Rather than be deterred by the failures of past bills in Congress, Senator Brown continues 

to strive to make the United States a better place for citizens and immigrants alike.  “The solution 

to immigration issues in the United States will not be a simple one,” Senator Brown declares, “But 

I am committed to working with members of Congress to find a long-term solution by passing 

comprehensive immigration reform that will secure our borders and strengthen our economy 

without compromising our values.” 

 


